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MAINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
Volume n in e , Number two____________________________November, 1969
Published qu a rterly  at H85 Congress S treet 
P ortlan d , Maine 0^111
NEWS OF THE SOCIETY
S p ecia l M eetin g : On September 19, 1969, fo r ty  members 
o f  the S ociety  gathered in the Lecture Hall o f  the L ibrary to  
act upon the Bylaws re v is io n  as ordered by the membership at 
Annual Meeting. At the request o f  the P residen t, Herbert T. 
Silsby., I I I ,  Chairman o f  the Committee on A dm inistrative 
O rganization presid ed .
Messrs W illiam  B. Jordan, J r . , M artial D. Maling,
Donald L. P h ilb r ic k , Roger B. Ray, Herbert T. S i ls b y , I I I ,  
and Samuel S. S ils b y , J r . ,  members o f  the Committee, obv iou s­
ly  d id  th e ir  job  w e ll. D iscussion  from the f lo o r  re su lte d  in  
s tr ik in g  on ly one minor c la u se , a fte r  which the new Bylaws 
were adopted unanimously.
The 1969 Bylaws co n stitu te  the most thorough re v is io n  
adopted by the Maine H is to r ic a l  S ociety  in i t s  long h is to ry . 
Complete au th ority  and r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  conducting the 
a f fa ir s  o f  the S ociety  remain with the Standing Committee as 
in  the p a st. However, rev ised  e le c t io n  procedures, in clu d in g  
the e le c t io n  o f  o f f i c e r s  by the Standing Committee, along 
with p rov is ion s  fo r  terms in o f f i c e ,  in troduce what amounts 
to  a ro ta t in g  board concept which is  indeed a departure from 
a l k l  year t r a d it io n .
In only e igh t y e a rs , the S ociety  has more than doubled 
in  s iz e  from 600 members in  1961 to  1,300 at the present 
tim e. By p rov id in g  proxy b a l lo t s  fo r  members who cannot 
attend Annual M eetings, the new Bylaws would seem to  r e f l e c t  
a healthy re cog n it ion  o f  th is  growth and wide geograph ica l 
d is t r ib u t io n .
Wadsworth-Long f e l l  ou) H ouse: On October eighteenth  
sh utters were c lo se d  at the W adsworth-Longfellow House ending 
another busy season. Although group v i s i t s  were fewer th is  
y ea r , Mrs. Edith Greene, Mrs. Marion Jackson, and Mrs.
Margaret Gray rece iv ed  10,753 guests during the f iv e  month 
p eriod .
Both S ta f f  and House Committee took p a r t icu la r  p ride  in 
a feature a r t i c le  by Eleanor Early appearing in the Sunday 
New York Times fo r  September seventh. In d escr ib in g  the 
W adsworth-Longfellow House, Miss Early w rote , "The house vas 
sp len did  in i t s  day and is  even lo v e l ie r  now, fo r  the women 
o f  the Maine H is to r ic a l  S ociety  keep i t  sh in ing as few old  
houses have ever shone."
The H eritage o f  Early American Houses by John Drury, a 
handsomely i l lu s t r a t e d  c o ffe e  ta b le  book, published  th is  f a l l  
by Coward-McCann features 65 h is t o r ic  houses. The very f i r s t  
house trea ted  is  the W adsworth-Longfellow, which is  the only 
house inclu ded  from the State o f  Maine.
NEW MEMBERS
From MAINE Brunswick: James E. Bland and Miss A lberta 
R. Dionne Cape E liz a b e th :  James E. B ru n e lle , Mrs. W illiam 
Michener and George W. Weeks Falmouth: Mrs. George R. 
L ov ett , Mrs. Graham T. P ierce  and Mrs. Roger V. Snow, Jr. 
Hiram: W alter G, T w itch e ll and Mrs. Walter G. T w itch ell 
L ew isto n :  Miss Adrienne I . Cote Norway: David H. Dexter 
Orono: Lawrence C. A llin  P ortla n d : Mrs. Richard Clark and 
Mrs. Edwin P. C urrier Saco: Miss Sarah B. Graves Scarbor­
ough: Mrs. Warren H. Delaware, Mrs. Margery M. Fancy and
R osario M. R osse tti Sebago Lake: Mrs. Neal R. Marean South 
P a r is :  Miss C la ire  E. Poulin South P ortla n d : Mrs. Clarence
E. Dearborn and Mrs. Muriel E. Kimball W estbrook: Bruce D. 
Bowers
O ther S ta tes  CALIFORNIA Belm ont: Mrs. F r itz  Ehrenfest 
CONNECTICUT Old Greenwich: Benjamin P. R ichardson, Jr. 
MASSACHUSETTS A th o l:  Benjamin Tighe W a k efield : W illiam  J. 
Frappier NEW MEXICO F a ira c res : Mrs. Fred B. Tolman NEW 
YORK Lake G eorge: Miss E lisabeth  T, McDonald S ca rsd a le : 
Hugh E. Berry OREGON P ortla n d : Miss Doris S. Hopkins 
PENNSYLVANIA Ards l e y : Miss Mary A. Burns P ittsb u rg h :
Walter W. S k illin g s  RHODE ISLAND T iv e r to n :  Mrs. Louise W. 
Manchester
A ppoin tm en ts: In accordance with the rev ised  Bylaws,
P resident A lbion  has appointed M artial D. Maling and Mrs. 




Maine H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty
C ord ia lly  in v ite  
A ll  Members 
to  attend a recep tion  
in honor o f
Dr. H. Draper Hunt, I I I  
upon p u b lica tion  o f  h is book
HANNIBAL HAMLIN OF MAINE
to  be held  in  the
Wadsworth-Longfellow House 
Portland
Friday, the seventeenth o f  January 
four to  s ix  o 'c lo c k
R. S . V. P . Inform al
M rs. W illiam  J. Murphy 
33 Deake S tr e e t  
South P ortla n d  04106
NEWS OF OTHER SOCIETIES
The Maine League o f  H is to r ic a l  S o c i e t i e s  and Museums' 
eighth  Annual Meeting held  at Castine in  September was w e ll 
attended. O ffic e rs  e le c te d  fo r  1969-70 were: Mrs. Peter A. 
Isaacson o f  Lew iston, P r e s id e n t ; Charles E. Burden o f  Bath, 
Vice P r e s id e n t ; Mrs. Donald D. Kimhall o f  Kennebunk, S ecre ­
ta ry  ; and W. Sherman Greene, Jr. o f  Sunset, T rea su rer .
Theme o f  the meeting was "Plans fo r  the Sesquicentennial 
O bservance." The Maine League's own con trib u tion  toward the 
observance w i l l  be p u b lica tio n  o f  Maine: A Guide rDob)n East 
an updated vers ion  o f  the 1937 Maine Federal W riters book o f  
the same t i t l e .  The updating has been con tribu ted  by various 
Maine h is to r ia n s , and the en tire  p r o je c t  has been sponsored 
by the Maine Sesquicentenn ia l Commiss ion .
Orders fo r  cop ies may be p laced  in  advance o f  the March 
re lea se  date by en clos in g  $6.50 per copy plus 33 cents sales 
tax  t o :
Maine: A Guide ?Down E ast1 
C ourier-G azette , Inc.
One Park Drive 
Rockland, Maine 0U8Ul.
The State o f  Maine was w e ll represented  at the Confer­
ence o f  New England H is to r ic a l  S o c ie t ie s  held  at the P eter ­
borough  and J a ffr e y  H is to r ic a l  S o c i e t i e s  in  New Hampshire on 
the weekend o f  November f i r s t .
C e r t if ic a te s  o f  Commendation were presented by the Amer­
ican  A ssocia tion  o f  State and Local H istory to  two Maine 
o rga n iza tion s : the B ridgton H is to r ic a l  S o c i e t y p a rticu la r ly  
fo r  th e ir  b icen ten n ia l h is to r y , and the S o c ie ty  f o r  the P res­
erv a tio n  o f  H is to r ic  Landmarks o f  York County.
The Woman's Community Club o f  Union> Maine plan to  
rep rin t John L. S ib ley*s valuable H isto ry  o f  Union i f  they 
are able to  s e l l  500 advance cop ies at $10.50 (post p u b lica ­
t io n  p r ice  w i l l  be $12.50 plus ta x ) . Members o f  Maine 
H is to r ic a l  S ociety  in te re s te d  in backing th is  worthwhile 
p r o je c t  should make checks payable t o :  "Woman*s Community 
Club o f  Union" and forward to  Mrs. Toseph Marcus, Union, 
Maine 01+862. Money fo r  advance cop ies w i l l  be refunded i f  
p u b lica tio n  does not occu r.
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